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SB1092 – An Act Relative to Tethering of Dogs  

Sen. Mark Montigny (D) 
Referred to Joint Committee on Municipalities & Regional Government 

 
WHAT THIS BILL DOES: 
Amends GL 140:174E to prohibit a person from tethering a dog to a stationary object for more than 5 hours in a 24 hour period; 
increases the fines for second and third offenses. 
 
WHY YOU SHOULD OPPOSE THIS BILL: 
While we have no issue with increasing fines for abuse, we oppose this bill as written as based on the tethering limit of 5 hours in a 
24 hour period. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Massachusetts Federation of Dog Clubs and Responsible Dog Owners 
Virginia Rowland, blackslate@aol.com, 978-424-1044 
John Kenney, musherjohn@verizon.net, 781-635-3328 
 04/18/15 
 

SENATE NO. 1092 
 

SENATE DOCKET, NO. 801         FILED ON: 1/15/15 
 
  

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
_________________ 
PRESENTED BY: 

Sen. Mark Montigny 
_______________ 

 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 174E of chapter 140 of the General Laws, as appearing in section 48 of chapter 193 of the acts of 2012, is 
hereby amended by striking out, in section (a), the words 24 consecutive hours, and inserting in place thereof the following words: 
- 5 hours in a 24 hour period. 
 
SECTION 2. Said section 174E of chapter 140 of the General Laws, is hereby amended by striking out, in section (d), the words 
24 consecutive hours, and inserting in place thereof the following words: - 5 hours in a 24 hour period. 
 
SECTION 3. Said section 174E of chapter 140 of the General Laws, is hereby amended by striking out, in section (g), the words 
for a second offense, be punished by a fine of not more than $100 and for a third or subsequent offense, be punished by a fine of 
not more than $300, and inserting in place thereof the following words: - for a second offense, be punished by a fine of not more 
than $200 and for a third or subsequent offense, be punished by a fine of not more than $500,.  
 
CURRENT LAW 
Section 174E. (a) No person owning or keeping a dog shall chain or tether a dog to a stationary object including, but not limited to, 
a structure, dog house, pole or tree for longer than 24 consecutive hours. A tethering employed shall not allow the dog to leave the 
owner's, guardian's or keeper's property. The tether shall be designed for dogs and no logging chains or other lines or devices not 
designed for tethering dogs shall be used. No chain or tether shall weigh more than 1/8 of the dog's body weight. Nothing in this 
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section shall be construed to prohibit a person from walking a dog on a hand-held leash. No dog under the age of 6 months shall be 
tethered outside for any length of time. 
(b) A person owning or keeping a dog may confine such dog outside, subject to the restrictions in this section, through the use of 
any of the following methods: 
(1) inside a pen or secure enclosure, if the following conditions are met: 
(i) the pen or secure enclosure shall have adequate space for exercise with a dimension of at least 100 square feet; provided, 
however, that commercial dog kennels with pens intended for the temporary boarding of dogs shall be exempt from this 
requirement; 
(ii) the pen or secure enclosure is constructed with chain link or other similar material as determined by the Building Inspector, 
with all 4 sides enclosed; and 
(iii) the minimum height of the fence shall be adequate to successfully confine the dog; 
(2) a fully fenced, electronically fenced or otherwise securely enclosed yard, wherein a dog has the ability to run but is unable to 
leave the enclosed yard; or 
(3) a trolley system or a tether attached to a pulley in a cable run, if the following conditions are met: 
(i) only 1 dog shall be tethered to each cable run; 
(ii) the tether shall be attached to a properly fitting collar or harness worn by the dog, with enough room between the collar and the 
dog's throat through which 2 adult fingers may fit; provided, however, that a choke collar and a pinch collar shall not be used to 
tether a dog to a cable run; 
(iii) there shall be a swivel on at least 1 end of the tether to minimize tangling of the tether; 
(iv) the tether and cable run must each be at least 10 feet in length. The cable must be mounted at least 4 feet but not more than 7 
feet above ground level; and 
(v) the length of the tether from the cable run to the dog's collar or harness shall allow continuous access to clean water and 
appropriate shelter at all times as described in subsection (c); provided, however, that a trolley system or tether shall be of 
appropriate configuration to confine the dog to the owner's, guardian's or keeper's property, to prevent the trolley system or tether 
from extending over an object to an edge that could result in injury to or strangulation of the dog and to prevent the trolley system 
or tether from becoming tangled with other object or animals. 
(c) A person owning or keeping a dog confined outside in accordance with subsection (b) shall provide the dog with access to 
clean water and appropriate dog shelter. The dog shelter shall allow the dog to remain dry and protected from the elements and 
shall be fully enclosed on at least 3 sides, roofed and have a solid floor. The entrance to the shelter shall be flexible to allow the 
dog's entry and exit, and sturdy enough to block entry of weather elements. The shelter shall contain clean bedding and shall be 
small enough to retain the dog's body heat and large enough to allow the dog to stand, lie down and turn comfortably. The 
enclosure shall be structurally sound and in good repair. Suitable drainage shall be provided so that water, ice or waste is not 
standing in or around the shelter. 
(d) No person owning or keeping a dog shall leave a dog chained or tethered outside for longer than 24 consecutive hours. 
(e) Exceptions to the above restrictions on outdoor confinement shall be made for dogs actively engaged in conduct directly related 
to the business of shepherding or herding cattle or other livestock or engaged in conduct that is directly related to the business of 
cultivating agricultural products, if the restraint is reasonably necessary for the safety of the dog. 
(f) No person owning or keeping a dog shall subject the dog to cruel conditions or inhumane chaining or the tethering at any time. 
For the purposes of this subsection, ''cruel conditions and inhumane chaining or tethering'' shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following conditions: 
(1) filthy and dirty confinement conditions including, but not limited to, exposure to excessive animal waste, garbage, dirty water, 
noxious odors, dangerous objects that could injure or kill a dog upon contact or other circumstances that could cause harm to a 
dog's physical or emotional health; 
(2) taunting, prodding, hitting, harassing, threatening or otherwise harming a tethered or confined dog; and 
(3) subjecting a dog to dangerous conditions, including attacks by other animals. 
(g) A person who violates this section shall, for a first offense, be issued a written warning or punished by a fine of not more than 
$50, for a second offense, be punished by a fine of not more than $100 and for a third or subsequent offense, be punished by a fine 
of not more than $300, and be subject to impoundment of the dog in a local shelter at the owner's or guardian's expense pending 
compliance with this section, or loss of ownership of the dog. 
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_ SECTION 1. Section 174E of chapter 140 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2014 Official Edition, is hereby amended by 
striking out subsection (a).) 
 
SECTION 2. Said section 174E of chapter 140 of the General Laws, is hereby further amended by inserting, after clause (v) the 
following clauses:- 
 
(vi) the tether shall be designed for dogs and no logging chains or other lines or devices not designed for tethering dogs shall be 
used. No tether shall weigh more than 1/8 of the dog's body weight; and 
 
(vii) No dog under the age of 6 months shall be tethered outside for any length of time. 
 
SECTION 3. Said section 174E of chapter 140 of the General Laws, is hereby further amended by striking, in lines 63-64, 
subsection (d) and inserting in place thereof the following words:-  
 
(d) No person owning or keeping a dog shall leave a dog tethered outside during the hours of 10:00pm to 6:00am unless the owner, 
guardian, or keeper is outside and the dog is in sight of the owner, guardian or keeper, unless the tethering is for a duration of not 
longer than fifteen minutes.  
 
(e) No person shall leave a dog outdoors when a weather advisory or warning is issued by local, state or federal authorities or when 
outdoor environmental conditions, including, but not limited to, extreme heat, cold, wind, rain, snow or hail, pose an adverse risk 
to the health or safety of such dog based on such dog's breed, age or physical condition, unless tethering is for a duration of not 
longer than fifteen minutes. 
 
SECTION 4. Said section 174E of chapter 140 of the General Laws, is hereby further amended by inserting, in line 70, after the 
word “dog” the following words:- “,or pursuant the requirements of a camping or recreational area.” 
 
SECTION 5. Said section 174E of chapter 140 of the General Laws, is hereby amended by striking out in line 87, the words “for a 
second offense, be punished by a fine of not more than $100 and for a third or subsequent offense, be punished by a fine of not 
more than $300,” and inserting in place thereof the following words: - “for a second offense, be punished by a fine of not more 
than $200 and for a third or subsequent offense, be punished by a fine of not more than $500,”. 
. 


